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NINGALI LAWFORD-WOLF — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [10.40 am]: I rise to pay tribute to 
Ningali Lawford-Wolf, who passed away in Edinburgh, Scotland, early this week. She fell terribly ill last 
Wednesday while away from home performing in the acclaimed theatre production of The Secret River at the 
Edinburgh International Festival. Her family has approved for her name to be publicly spoken and written. She 
died peacefully in hospital surrounded by her five children, her partner and her two close siblings. 
Ningali was one of Western Australia’s greatest ever creative arts performers. She was adored by audiences in 
Australia and internationally for her dancing, stage performances, feature films and television shows. She first 
came to the attention of Perth theatre audiences as a 19-year-old dancer in Jimmy Chi’s musical Bran Nue Dae 
when it was first performed at the Perth Festival in 1990. A quarter of a century later, she starred in the much-loved 
feature film that was based on the stage production. 
Ningali was born on 13 January 1967 under a tree at Christmas Creek station and grew up at Wangkatjungka community, 
about 80 kilometres south east of Fitzroy Crossing. Her father was the famous Eric Lawford, who was taken, as 
a young boy, to the Mogumber Moore River settlement in the 1930s. Incidentally, that is where my grandmother 
was also taken and where my father was born. Her mother was a proud woman from the Western Desert. Ningali 
proudly identified her cultural heritage from both her parents—Gooniyandi from her father and Walmajarri and 
Wangkatjungka from her mother.  
Despite her humble beginnings in remote Australia, Ningali had a huge zest for life and a worldly appetite for 
creativity and knowledge. At the age of 17 she was awarded an American field scholarship to spend 12 months of 
her final year of high school in Alaska. She returned home to the Fitzroy Valley and, with the strength of her cultural 
roots, she enrolled at Sydney’s Bangarra Dance Company. From there, her career took off, encompassing a broad 
sweep of creative arts. Ningali appeared in the feature films Bran Nue Dae, Rabbit-Proof Fence and Last Cab 
to Darwin. On stage, she appeared in Bran Nue Dae, Aliwa!, Uncle Aliwa, Jandamarra and her award-winning 
one-woman theatre show Ningali. On television, she performed in The Circuit and 3 Acts of Murder, and more 
recently she was in the ABC’s acclaimed Mystery Road. Her contribution to the performing arts in film, television 
and theatre, in both Western Australia and nationally, have been outstanding. Her warm and bubbly character 
epitomised the wonderful, good-natured spirit and resilience of so many Aboriginal people. 
Ningali was also a community leader and advocate for the rights and interests of her own mob, as well as 
Aboriginal people throughout Australia. Apart from her theatrical work, Mrs Lawford-Wolf had recently worked 
at Broome Senior High School mentoring young Aboriginal people to help them reach their potential. She was 
also a director of the Aboriginal-owned Kimberley Agriculture and Pastoral Company, which took control of more 
than 700 000 hectares of cattle country earlier this year. 
Ningali Lawford-Wolf was much loved. News of her passing will shock and sadden people deeply in the Kimberley 
and throughout Australia. On behalf of the Parliament of Western Australia, I offer my heartfelt condolences to 
Ningali Lawford-Wolf’s partner, Joe, her children and extended family. 
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